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During the production of this year's
issue, the nation was shocked with the
tragic events that occurred at Virginia
Tech on April 16, 2007. We here at
James Madison University watched
our families, friends and community
come together to offer love and support to our neighboring university.
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In times like these, more than ever,
we realize the importance of community. We look to each other for
4 ifx« Tu.
guidance
and we band together for
1 "
strength. In this volume of Curio,
you will find these themes of hope
and service throughout. We honor
a retiring professor who has created
After the events on April 16,2907, a student placed a Virginia
and inspired generations of theatre
Tech hat on the James Madison statue on campus.
students. We profile community
members who help make a difference through organizations like the Life
Long Learning Institute and the Luray Rescue Zoo. And our moving story
on professor Mary Tacy is a story of hope and perseverance on the tiny
island of La Gonave.
Without the help of our advisors, Dr. Dave Wendelken, Dietrich Maune and
Toni Mehling, our publication would not have been possible. And the editors
would like to extend our thanks and appreciation to our dedicated staff of
writers, designers and photographers.
We hope this year's issue will inspire you and serve as a reminder of the
important role communities play in our everyday lives.
We dedicate this Curio to the Hokies.

art director
Jenny Young
assistant art director
Theresa Kattula
advisors
David Wendelken
Dietrich Maune
Toni Mehling

Curio is a regional general interest feature magazine
published each spring by students in the School of
Media Arts and Design at James Madison University.
Curio is a nonprofit organization supported by the
College of Arts and Letters and the School of Media Arts
and Design. Subscriptions are not available.

Visit curiomagcizine.com
Last year the Curio staff proudly introduced its Web site, curiomagazine.com.
Curio online is a feature to accompany the print edition. The arrow icon at
the end of articles indicates extra online content. The site features the fulllength stories from the print edition with supplemental content such as audio
and additional photos. This year's site indues a special exclusive on Stanardsville's Blue Ridge Pottery. So open your browser and take a look.
School of Media Arts and Design, James Madison University, MSG 2104, Harrisonburg, VA 22807
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With a hobcatl camels and 6(i species of snakes, the
Luray Zoo is not your lyp/ca! roadside attraction

animal

house

story by Victoria Shelor
photography by Mchnda Westhoff
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Mark Kilby never wanted the Luray Zoo to be an
ordinary zoo.
—When he purchased the erotic attraction on Highway 211 West in 1996, it was struggling. "It was a typicamtadside zoo — see a bunch of baby animals, spend
a lor^of money in the gift shop and leave," says Mark,
who became a licensed falconer at age 12.
He noted that many zoos use very young animals
to attract vTsTtorTand then-auction the animals off as
they grow. Knowing that, Mark turned the zoo into a
rescue facility, taking in animals other zoos no longer
Wanted, as well as exotic animals that families acquire
and then find they can no longer keep. Mark accy^irec^
knowledge of how to handle and work with dangerous
animals like crocodiles, monkeys and venomous snakes
from his mother, Mary'Jean, who rescued animals that
weren't properly cared for. >
curio 3
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One Animal at a Time
For funding, the Luray Zoo relies
on admission fees, gift shop sales, a
unique sponsorship program and donations from the public. The sponsorship program, set up by Mark
and his wife Jennifer, incorporates
the local community by allowing
businesses to donate money to the
zoo and have their name associated
with specific animals.

1
"The first animal the Page
Valley Bank sponsored was
my Eastern Diamondback
rattlesnake. Get it? Money
and diamonds."

"People recognized that this was
something cool that they could get
involved in," Mark says. "The first
animal the Page Valley Bank sponsored was my Eastern Diamond4

curio

back rattlesnake. Get it? Money
and diamonds."
The sponsorship program has
gained international attention,
including drawing notice from
big-name crocodile hunter, the late
Steve Irwin. The Irwins, Steve and
Terrie came to the zoo in 1998 and
was so impressed by the sponsorship program he decided to sponsor the Alligator Snapping turtle.
Homer. Back in Australia, Irwin
was inspired to start a sponsorship
program of his own.
In addition to the local business
community, the Kilbys reach out to
schools and others through educational programs. Schools that visit
the exotic roadside attraction are
given hour-long presentations by the
husband and wife in the Animal Encounter Theatre, which was designed
by Jennifer and built by Mark.
"I was lucky to be able to combine my father's construction skills
and handiwork with my mother's
gentle and caring nature toward ani-

mals," Mark says. In the next year
or two, the Kilbys hope to construct
a building solely for educational
purposes, including a children's museum with hands-on activities.
A Tail of Success
Mark credits the increasing attendance in recent years to his wife's
creativity. "Her expertise in educational programs and her unbelievable
artistic abilities turned this place into
something that just looks great," he
says. Jennifer, also a licensed falconer, received a bachelor's degree
in scientific illustration and worked
freelance jobs at the Smithsonian
Institute of Natural History, the
National Zoo and held positions such
as reptile keeper, animal supervisor
and education director for large zoos
and science centers in Maryland. At
the Kilbys' rescue zoo, Jennifer has
combined her wildlife expertise with
her artistic abilities to create a junglelike atmosphere by painting murals
on the walls and hanging ornaments

L

resembling ancient jungle relics.
Of course, with an increase in
attendance comes an increase in
the amount of work at the zoo.
"This is the first year we had to
hire another person to work full
time throughout the year," Mark
says. Nathan Downing, the zoo's
lead keeper, now aids the Kilbys
in all the jobs, from feeding the
"[Snakes] are some of the
most misunderstood animals.
Humans cannot live without
them, but many people kill
them simply because they
don't like the way they look."

animals to cleaning their cages.
Theresa King, a high-school
student from Luray, works at the
zoo on weekends during the winter
to become more acquainted with
taking care of animals. King hopes
to study wildlife biology in college.
"I can get familiar with different animals behaviors by working
here," she says.
The Kilbys stress the importance
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of educating their visitors and
workers on the nature of all their
animals — especially snakes.
"They are one of the most misunderstood animals," Mark says.
"Humans cannot live without them,
but many people kill them simply
because they don't like the way
they look." Mark says that snakes,
like every other element of the food
chain, are vital in the lives of all
species. Snakes are an important
food source for other animals and,
in turn, they prey on rodents that
carry diseases dangerous to humans.
Mark makes sure every visitor
sees the impressive collection of
cold-blooded animals. "When you
enter or leave my zoo I make you
walk through the snake house,
because I want people to see and
appreciate the snakes," he says.
The snake collection is one of
the largest on the East Coast with
56 different species, 45 of which
are venomous.
Berryville resident and Luray
Zoo visitor Eva Rogers says the
reptile house is her favorite part of
the zoo. "There is such a large collection of snakes and that's pretty
awesome," she says.

Mark says visitors sometimes
stroll through the modest-appearing zoo's gift shop and ask
'"Do you have any real animals
here or just plastic ones?' Then
they see the snake room and
they just say, 'Wow.'"
While Mark may be concerned
about the negative reputation of
snakes, it seems that visitors to the
Luray Zoo appreciate it more than
he knows. A young visitor, Cory
Richards, picks up a small box
of snake fangs he just purchased
from the gift shop and shows
them off proudly.
What is his favorite animal in
the zoo? "Snakes!" he hisses. (D
For more information on the Luray Zoo,
call (540) 743-4113
Jennifer gives a kiss to one of her favorite animals, bottom
right 4-year-old Brooke JoneSjvisits the petting zoo. bottom
left students learn about reptjles in one of the rescue zoo's
educational programs.
■
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From the Great Depression to great success, the Beams know a little
something about keeping business in the family

%

truck

^3
tops

here

story by Joe Welsh
photography by Evan Dyson

As family businesses give way to large corporations,
_/\.one Valley family bucks the trend. Brothers Gerry and
Garland Beam run Beam Bros. Trucking, a business with
roots in the Great Depression.
Garland says when hard times hit, it's easier to get up
and go to work when you have family by your side.
The story of Beam Bros. Trucking begins with the 1929
stock market crash, when Gerry and Garland's grandfather,
Cleveland Herman Beam, lost his entire cattle farm. To
earn money, Cleveland and his wife, Bertie Mundy Beam,
worked in a Harrisonburg shoe factory. After saving for
three years, they finally had enough to buy one truck. They
used it to haul flour to Southern Virginia and parts of
North Carolina for White Star Mill in Staunton.
"I'm sure that our grandfather never would have
imagined years ago that we would have done what we did,
Gerry says of the company's growth.
Over the past 41 years, Beam Bros. Trucking has grown
to an operation with 360 employees and 240 trucks that
cover about 28 million miles annually. The company
supplies and transports hay and feed for Ringling Bros,
and Barnum & Baileys Circus, making Beam Bros, the
major supplier for Ringling Bros, arena shows east of the
Mississippi River. Beam Bros. Trucking is also the ninthlargest highway contractor to the U.S. Postal Service for
hauling priority and first-class mail. In 2002, the company
received an Eagle Spirit Award from the Postal Service.

Family Matters
The Beam brothers attribute success to hard work, a
lesson they learned from their father.
"On our farm with dad, we were taught how to
work, and we were taught that it didn't come easy,"
Garland says.
While the trucking business grew, the Beams relied
heavily on their family farm.
"When we got into hauling mail, for the first six
or seven years our farm is what sustained the trucking
company," Garland says.

Older brother Gerrfworks on securing new routes and
negotiating contracts, left Beam Bros. Trucking is
the major supplier for Ringling Bros, arena shows east
of the Mississippi River.
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Garland is responsible for the operations side
of Beam Bros, and monitors truck activity,
right The Beam Bros, sign post stands at the
entrance of the family farm and old office.
M.
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The 350-acre farm where Beam
Bros. Trucking got its start is
located in Cross Keys, just east of
Mt. Crawford. A farm shop, built
by their father in 1973, served as an
area to work on trucks. In 1987 the
Beams remodeled the farm's corn
crib to create an office and lodging
for drivers.
As the business continued to
expand from its humble beginnings,
Beam Bros. Trucking needed to
relocate to a larger facility. In
January, the Beams moved into their
new facility located off Route 11.
"Ever since we started working
with trucks, I've always dreamed of a
nice modern shop," Garland says.
The modern Beam Bros, shop and

8
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offices serves a functional purpose.
The new facility is about five miles
closer to Interstate 81 than the
family farm, which translates to
about $100,000 in annual savings
on diesel fuel. Despite the benefits
of the move, leaving the family farm
was difficult.
"That's where we were born and
raised, and that's where things have
happened for half of our lives,"
Garland says.
Though the business no longer
operates from the old office, the farm
is still an important part to both
the company and the Beam family.
Gerry and Garland live on the farm,
but they're not the only Beams with
homes on the family acreage.

The Beams' mother still lives
on the land, as well as Gerry's
daughters and Garland's sons. The
close proximity of the family is a
reflection of the values passed down
through seven generations of Beams
in the Valley.
The future of Beam Bros.
Trucking seems to be a bright one.
Garland's oldest son, Shaun, joined
Beam Bros, three years ago after
graduating from Virginia Tech.
He hopes to be joined soon by his
brother, J.P., who currently runs the
family farm with Gerry's son-in-law,
Robbie Kite.
"I wasn't pressured into coming
back here, [it's] just something that
I've always wanted to do to follow

in their footsteps, because I've seen
how they've grown tremendously,"
Shaun says.
Gerry says that the Beam family
tries to instill in its children that
what success the family has gained
isn't necessarily monetary. "To
stand on one of these hills [of the
family farm] and look down over
what is there has to give them
some kind of appreciation for the
tradition and heritage of the people
who came before."

I

Father Knows Best
Gerry and Garland continuously
look to the people that came before
them for guidance on how to go
about their daily lives.
"Our dad used to have the
philosophy that in the end, after
you lived your life, you're going
to be sized up more for how you
treated your fellow man than
anything else you do," Gerry says.
Living out their father's
philosophy, Gerry and Garland
are active in the Rockingham
community. Gerry is the president
of the Rockingham Educational
Foundation, Inc., and the brothers
use Beam Bros. Trucking's
resources to aid the foundation's
causes, particularly the Teacher
Supply Depot program. The
Beams use their trucks to store
and transport donated classroom
materials to the program.
The Beams also support Blue
Ridge Community College. They
recently donated a 1981 De Lorean
DMC-12, like the car used in "Back
to the Future," to this year's Blue
Ridge Community College's Spring
Fling auction.
"We've been blessed with so
much, it's our responsibility to give
something back," Gerry says. (D
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JMU professor Mary Tacy organizes a partnership with members of the
College oflntergrated Science and Technology to aid the citizens of a small island off Haiti

hope

within

reach

story by Carrie Muhleman
photography courtesy of Mary Tacy
At 4 a.m., Mary Kimsey Tacy is crossing the Carib-/\.bean Sea on her way to the Haitian mainland, riding along the usually clear blue skirts of the Golfe de la
Gonave in an overloaded motorboat. But this morning
the gulf has traded her wild blue skirts for a gown of
pitch-black silk, and the tropical sky surrounding her
has done the same.
Tacy s boat has one motor. And in this hour of darkness, it has stopped working.
It's December 2004 and Tacy, a professor in the College
of Integrated Science and Technology at James Madison
University, is leaving La Gonave, Haiti's largest offshore
island. She has to catch a flight the next day from the
mainland. A flashlight, luckily included in her belongings, sends her boatmates into an excited frenzy, and the
man working on the failed motor is grateful for its narrow,
bright beam. She's the radiant hero in a murky hour.
But the motor, after being brought to life once more,
finally enjoys its last hurrah after just a few more feet.
"It was a scary thing," Tacy says. The big blue eyes
behind her copper-rimmed glasses are so engaging that it's
difficult to look away, and combined with her jumping
eyebrows, they expose the fear and glee in her story.
"We wound up having to go back to the island."
If her eyes are an indication of her emotions, then her
hands are tools of explanation. They illustrate the distance between one place and another, offering answers
with upturned palms. They're constantly moving; her
wrists and fingers bend in such a way that it seems like
she's playing an invisible piano.

10
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"It just wasn't going to make it across the sea,"
she says. "But there were a lot of instances like that
where I'd think to myself, 'You know, I could die here.'
Mostly it's transportation issues. Transportation's such
an adventure."
Tacy has had many adventures on the island of La
Gonave. Whether it's dealing with faulty transportation, attending to dying children or hearing machinegun fire in the distance, she has stories.
A Partnership is Born
Just like Tacy, La Gonave is full of stories. Located
west-northwest of Haiti in the Gulf of Gonave, the
small island is dry six months out of the year. It offers
no fresh water and nearly all its valuable vegetation
has been removed. Hunger is widespread, employment is scarce and diseases take their terrible toll on
the vulnerable.
To make matters worse, the 37-mile-long and 9mile-wide island has a nasty reputation.
"Originally, you know, it was inhabited by pirates,"
Tacy says. "And then there was a time when outcasts
and criminals were shipped there, so it has a very, very
negative image. When the Haitian priests get assigned
to La Gonave, it's seen as a punishment. One priest told
me that when he was placed there, his parents cried."
Tacy's interest in La Gonave and relationship with
the priests stationed there began over 14 years ago. As
a member of the Blessed Sacrament Church in Harrisonburg, she contributed to the monthly collection
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for its Haitian sister church, the St. Isidore Parish.
But for Tacy, the gesture wasn't enough.
"So I started corresponding with one of the priests
down there, Father Edito Casipong," Tacy says. "They
would write us, and we started sending packages of
things that the people needed."
In January 2003, Tacy went a step further — she
invited Father Edito to visit JMU to speak on the
humanitarian needs in Haiti, and more specifically, on
La Gonave.
His words touched the hearts of many, including
those of health sciences professors Tom Syre, who
retired from JMU last year and is currently working in
Ethiopia, and Tammy Wagner.

MBBB

Gonave fisherman
*-■%A ,local
jll LaIPP
comes to visit lacy and sell a
variety offish during her time
on the island in 2005.

"I have wanted to travel to a developing country
for years and the opportunity presented itself when
Father Edito visited," Wagner says. "I was inspired
by what he was saying and after several meetings of
the CISAT international committee, Tacy, Syre and I
decided to go [to La Gonave] over Spring Break of the
same year."
When the three JMU faculty arrived on the island,
accompanied by Tacy's son Erik, a student at JMU,
they saw it as a perfect location for an international
"classroom." Separated from the political instability of
Haiti by about 25 miles of gulf, it is relatively peaceful; but, sick with disease and poverty, it seemed to
cry out for help.

curio
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La Gonave resident Assefyceriter) lost everything when her house
burned down. Hereflhe sfttids along with her son (far left) in front
of her newhouse built by Tacy and teammates. A local priest Father
Roosevelt Leriche (Assefi's right) and neighbors join them.
"We thought it would be a good
project site for CISAT," Tacy says.
"Here in [CISAT] we have health
sciences, a nutrition program and
a medical program. In the ISAT
department there is a telecommunication concentration and an energy
concentration. There are needs in
all these areas on the island. We can
address these issues."
While the Haitian government
has neglected to extend a helping
hand to the island, the trio witnessed a few other groups, both
local and foreign, working to better
La Gonave's condition. Unfortunately, the groups were working independently and not collaborating
with, or even aware of, one another.
"I felt that it was very important
that there be some kind of network-

ing organization so that everyone
could be in contact with one
another and see what everyone else
is doing," Tacy says. "That's what we
wanted — that's what we're doing."
To accomplish this, Tacy,
founded the International Partnership for La Gonave (IPLG). The
Partnership includes individuals,
groups and organizations in Haiti
and the United States. Represented
are church groups, universities,
non-profit organizations and simply
interested individuals, according to
"Viv La Gonave," JMU's own IPLG
Web site.

pain and suffering. Currently, the
partnership has teams that focus
on water, infrastructure, empowerment, health and well-being,
agriculture and environment, and
administrative issues. In this huge
endeavor, known as the "Haiti
Project" around campus, eight
student workers are currently
involved. Their roles include working as interns and participating in
independent studies.
Two interns, 22-year-old health
sciences major Jenn Vaz and 21year-old international affairs major
Jessica Rasich, came to work as
grant writers for Tacy, who is also
the director of IPLG. The two
have since found that La Gonave's
women's issues and health problems
can benefit most from their work.
"We're currently working on
planning a conference for the
island that will deal with the
empowerment of women," Vaz
says. "We're hoping we can teach
women to write their names, what
health symptoms need care, and
when the appropriate time to go to
the clinic is."
In addition to planning the conference, Rasich has also initiated a
medical supply drive for a clinic on
the island.

The Haiti Project
In addition to intense networking, the IPLG is working on
several projects to ease La Gonave's
xz
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Other individuals have played a major role in helping
IPLG succeed. These individuals include Sarah
O'Connor, writing professor at JMU and assistant
director of the IPLG, Linda Kofeldt, a physician
from Staunton who is responsible for many health
and education improvements on the south side of the
island, and Steve Metzler, an engineer from North
Carolina, whose main interest is increasing the water
supply on the island.
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"[We've] contacted various organizations and classes on campus
to talk to them about the project,"
Rasich says. "And then we collected, organized and shipped the
medical supplies."
And medical supplies are in high
demand. More than five percent
of the population suffers from
HIV/AIDS, and many more die of
malaria and other ailments. Until
recently, the clinics on the island
have no way of testing the ill for
HIV, Vaz says. But she hopes to
help decrease the number of people
infected with the dangerous illness
through education and by sending
condoms with the medical supplies.
Tacy remembers being asked
to sit at the side of a 24-year-old
woman dying of AIDS, unaware
that she even had the disease.
She was no more than "skin and
bones," and lying on a cardboard
mat, the woman left behind two
sons when she died the next day.
"When I asked her mother if she
had AIDS, she said that no, no she
didn't," Tacy says, her blue eyes
darkening a little as she tells the
story. The hands that once directed
symphonies of tales in the air come
to rest in her lap. "But I found out
that her husband had died four
years prior of AIDS, so obviously
she had it, too."
A Little Sunshine in the Caribbean
Having been to La Gonave nine
times, Tacy has seen more suffering
than she would care to see again.
But thanks to the Partnership
and the focus groups of the Haiti
Project, the people of La Gonave
have hope.
Haiti has become one of 189
countries worldwide to adopt the
Millennium Development Goals
set forth by the United Nations

in 2000. There are a total of eight
goals, all of which the IPLG is
working to meet. The goals include
eradicating extreme poverty and
hunger, achieving universal primary education, promoting gender
equality and empowering women,
reducing child mortality, improving maternal health, combating
HIV/AIDS, malaria and other
diseases, creating a global partnership for development, and ensuring
environmental sustainability.
"The U.N. hopes to have all
these goals met by 2013," Tacy
says. "I'm not sure how feasible
that is, but I think they're a good
framework for at least thinking
about development, for making
positive steps toward reaching
those goals."
A lot of thinking and hard
work have since been involved,
and partners in the "project" have
succeeded in installing solar pumps
and building cisterns that Vaz has
affectionately nicknamed "glamorous pools" to provide the thirsty
with more than 5,000 gallons of
clean water daily. Health care and
education, as well as gender appreciation, have increased through the
collective efforts of the interns and
doctors recently hired at the clinics.
Homes have been constructed for
those in need and two school food
programs have been initiated.
"It's just grown by leaps and
bounds," Tacy says, admitting to
sometimes working on the project more than 15 hours a week.
Though she feels overwhelmed at
times, she is definitely the radiant
hero in a murky hour, whether
she's armed with a flashlight or a
team of humanitarians.
La Gonave has a special place
in her professional life, in her
personal interests and especially
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in her heart — and the island
loves her back. In fact, she married a Haitian two years ago, and
the natives joke that if the island
should ever become independent
of Haiti, they want her to be their
first president — a request that
she declines laughing.
"I told them I don't want to
be president," Tacy says, her
hands coming back to life. "I
want to be queen!" ®
curio
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JMU Professor Alex de Jonge is a modern-day

renaissance
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story by Hali Chiet
photography by Kellie Nowlin

man

Warrenton and is the proud owner of three horses, Spice,
His mother once told him, "Don't waste your time
Inspiration and Tucker; two cats, Harvey and Mossie; and
trying to show the world how smart you are."
a donkey, Nugget. While de Jonge loves taking care of his
While JMU French professor Alex de Jonge has worked
animals, he also enjoys cooking— especially spicy food.
hard to follow his mother's advice, it is obvious to those
With a passion for horses and the culinary arts, de Jonge has
who know him that he is quite the accomplished Reincorporated these hobbies into two separate literary works.
naissance man.
Last year, he published "The Godolphin Arabian,"
Born in London to a Russian mother and Dutch
a translation of a 19th-century French story by Eugene
father, de Jonge was always interested in the history of
Sue, about how one of the great founding stallions of the
other cultures. The Oxford alumnus, who graduated
English Thoroughbred started. Currently, the culinary ensumma cum laude, is the author of several books on
thusiast is working on "A Curry and Two Bottles of Wine,"
French, Russian and German history. In his biograa cookbook which began as a simple collection of recipes
phies, de Jonge focuses on various historical figures
for his children.
such as Baudelaire, Rasputin, Stalin and Hitler. De
"I've written one cookbook before, which I handed out to
Jonge has also contributed several book reviews to the
various friends," he says. "But I think I'm going to try and
British national press, and even served as a science
find a publisher for this one."
fiction editor for The Spectator, a national journal in
England. From the mid-'60s to the
>vP.
mid-'90s, this literary mastermind
wrote hundreds of book reviews.
Recipe for . J<?r.k..CM.c.^r.
"My book on Stalin, "Stalin and
the Shaping of the Soviet Union," was
Created by
optioned for a movie," he says. De Jonge
was commissioned to create a script with
Description
it..tf-dLtdEP.Wk:
a British director, and the duo worked
id®.® .tUiiyp. ?.r. .®y®.i wA .b®.®f. H®r®. it. th®. tidtti®Jdu-.ditdc. i?P.d®i®.?f.
on the project for about a month. "We
dK'fiitd JtrK .r®.®ip®'
,®dL. yd®, i.h®. h®di
.U. ^p.'S .udc^Tyf dt
did a treatment, but it fell through," he
says, adding with a grin, "but I got paid
ISPP .?f. 'i®.t
d.tf.. idU.
A.
P. A-A
.d. i9.d)?.r. idiT.
enough to buy a really expensive pair of
Tlot&to (prodM-cijjisrk
stmpkj
cowboy boots which I still have today."
IditK dfe#. A found and a half of $nandk&&f,skap& into patties,.
The boots didn't go to waste.
and dfjll Serye inith ant) leftpv&r sauce on tke side.
Truly an animal lover, de Jonge enjoys
maintaining his 27-acre horse farm in
curio magazine 15
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Television Star
With a total of 10 books published, the expert on Russian
history was asked to appear on
"A&E Biography." He received a
phone call from California with a
voice on the other end exclaiming,
"Thank God I've found you! I've
been looking for you for months!"
The man told him he needed an expert to speak about Rasputin on an
upcoming documentary for A&E.
De Jonge said he felt honored, but
humbly suggested the man contact
Thomas Fuchs, who had done a feature on Rasputin on a show called
"Believe it or Not." "To my surprise,
Fuchs was the person doing the
documentary for A&E and requested that / speak about Rasputin!" he
says. De Jonge gladly accepted the
offer and appeared as an on-camera
expert on "A&E Biography."
Dr. David Jeffrey, JMU's dean
of the College of Arts and Letters
and friend of professor de Jonge
for nearly 17 years, vividly recalls
the documentary on Rasputin. "I
remember Alex's comment after
the program narrator had detailed
Rasputin's various sexual misadventures, shady political dealings
Ingredients 6-% green onions, chopped
I onion, chopped
2-H hmhanero chiles or 6jMapenos, chopped (Ice careful noi to
overheai)
5 lAihole cloves of garlic
16 lAihole (dock peppercorns
3/H cup sou) sauce

and outright criminal acts," he
says. "Alex said, with a twinkle in
his eye and affecting his most British of accents, 'Rasputin was a very
baaaddd boy."'
De Jonge also appeared as an
expert on The History Channel,
where he spoke about the history of
various Russian czars. After these
two television appearances, he
was asked once again to appear on
"A&E Biography" for a documentary on Adolf Hitler, but an accident
prevented him from doing so.
"My greatest disappointment,"
he says, pausing for a moment as his
eyes lose their cheerful gleam, "is
the morning I was due to appear as
an on-camera expert on Hitler, I fell
off my horse and broke a rib."
Human Encyclopedia
Despite his numerous TV credits, this history expert doesn't plan
on making any more television
appearances. Instead, the professor wants to concentrate more on
what he enjoys most: teaching. "I
love teaching undergraduates," he
says. "If I ever go into a classroom
feeling depressed, I always come
out smiling — and that's because
of the students."

1/2 cup red wine vinegar
1/V cup hrown sugar
1/2 top- ground allspice
1/2 top. ground cinnamon
A lot of fresh or dried thgnne (up
to 2 fhsp.)
A dash of ground nutmeg

Directions .TUN.dli.of. ibg.#koy&Md.fppd. pfffcesspr.X^. 1J/2.Ih.-.^oMleps,,, .sfenfes
chicken hregsts and cut into strips for skewering^ .Tflgringte in the, rtfng&rgw,
for.JhZf?,
it iswdl-marinAt&d. wipe,the, chicken, dry, and,put it on,
th^/hicken,, hasting,
.M^uy^.mtil.i-t is, done., ./hf.an,,
Aterngtive tp,grilling.gpucan,roast hone-in, chicken pieces,in,a3Z5,-degree,,,,,
.vyenmtii^M.pidls.egsilg, pff..ijye,hone.,,Seryfi. .idiih fife .and. w/ngp, clwtneg,,,
or, flour, tortillas. Isu^^t,pgirb^,tl^,mieg.l with iRed Stripe, heer.

Students never know what
outside information will be tied in
with his lectures, but one thing is
for sure: students always leave class
more enlightened.
With his small, delicate hands
nestled in the pockets of his worn
denim jeans, professor de Jonge paces the room as he delivers a lecture
on the causes of the French Revolution. He stops in his tracks, his
small, dark brown eyes peering over
his dark-rimmed glasses. "I want to
pause here for a moment," he says,
in a quiet British accent. "I find the
need to digress." With his mind
at work, the human encyclopedia
manages to tie in Russian history,
the American Revolution and laws
of physics with the events leading
up to the French Revolution.
"Just when I think I have heard
all that professor de Jonge has to
say, I am always amazed to find that
this is not, and probably never will
be, the case," says junior Jeff Allen,
a French and Italian double major
at JMU. "To say that the man is a
wealth of information would almost
be an understatement."
Big Man on Campus
De Jonge gained his solid
educational background at New
College, Oxford, where he earned
both a master's and doctoral degree
in French. While he pursued his
master's degree, New College offered the diligent student a teaching
position. About three years into
graduate school, he became a don,
the equivalent of a tenured professor
in America. For the next 20 years,
the distinguished French scholar
taught literature and language
courses at Oxford.

/

I \\1
In addition to French literature courses,
de Jonge also teaches a General Education
humanities course on great works of German literature.

It was after meeting and falling
in love with his wife, Kathy, that
de Jonge decided to look for a job
in the United States. "She was on
summer session at Oxford and we
met outside the library," he says,
pausing to smile. "She asked me for
a light and it was love at first sight."
When the summer ended,
Kathy returned to Richmond, but
soon decided to move to England.
"After she left the States to be
with me, Kathy wanted to move
back home and was accepted to
law school at the University of
Arizona," he says.
Fortunately, de Jonge had a
connection at the University of
Arizona's Russian department and
after teaching there for two years,
de Jonge spent another two as the
Vi^jt curiomagazine.com/dejonge

head of the Russian department at
the University of Colorado. It was
then that a job opened at JMU.
He interviewed for the position
of foreign language department
head and was offered the job in
1990. "In the beginning, I was
mainly teaching courses in Russian and I kind of switched back
to French gradually," he says. "In
the late '90s, I finally switched over
full-time to French."
Colleagues and students of the
distinguished professor express
their respect and admiration for
him. Dr. Giuliana Fazzion, head of
JMU's department of foreign languages, literatures and cultures, has
known the "outstanding scholar"
since 1991. "The moment you strike
a conversation with professor de

Jonge, you become
aware of his brilliant
knowledge and vast interests,"
she says. "I always enjoy exchanging thoughts with him on
Dante's 'Divine Comedy,' one of
the numerous interests he has cultivated for years. Our department
is privileged to have such a scholar
among its faculty."
While this modern-day Renaissance man remains modest, emphasizing that he wants to "spend
more time reading and less time
publicizing myself," he doesn't feel
he has fulfilled his mother's demands. "Whatever I would say, my
mother would say I haven't done
enough," he says. "I'm not crazy
enough to think that I could ever
satisfy my mother." ®

a complete list of de Jonge's published works
curio
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JMU's Lifelong Learning Institute offers the chance to keep learning
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time
story by Lauren Searson
photography by Evan Dyson
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Peg LaRosa selects a piece of her artwork from the
table, raising it for her students' eyes.
"Oohs" and other compliments fill the room as the
12 onlookers glance at the sketched vase and plants
set against a dark background. Today the students are
exploring how to utilize negative space when sketching.
LaRosa passes example packets around the room,
discussing the basics of creating this look.
"You can use anything from flowers to chairs to coats
on the coat rack," LaRosa says smiling. "Just choose
what you think looks neat and doodle."
Although it may appear a college Art 101 course, it's
not. These 12 individuals are not trying to meet JMU's
General Education requirements, nor are they the average college students.
They are all members of the Lifelong Learning
Institute, a community outreach organization sponsored by JMU's department of social work that provides
500 people age 50 and older the opportunity to take
diverse, non-credit classes. The LLI program was started
by Dr. Cecil Bradford and is celebrating its 10-year
anniversary at JMU. The program is one of nearly 500
similar programs across the country, most of which
are affiliated with higher education institutions. LLI is
associated with the Elderhostel Institute Network and
Elderhostel Inc., a non-profit organization committed
to providing educational opportunities for older adults.
LLI is funded by membership dues and the department
of social work.

Nancy Owens, the LLI director, says the program,
has proven to be successful thus far. Aside from helping
these older adults establish new roles and relationships,
the program can potentially benefit members' health.
"Studies show older adults who continue to learn
can decrease their chance of developing dementia
and also depression due to the social and intellecutal
aspect," says Owens.
The program, which has continued to grow, is offering more courses, presenting the issue of finding places
to hold them. Since coming to campus is not easy for
members of the community, classes have been held at
local churches, retirement centers and even in teachers'
homes. Owens says there is potential for the program's
expansion to locations in Augusta County.
It's Never too Late to Learn
These 12 potential artists are a part of the class "A
Sketch in Time," and are able to create their art in a large
room at the Cecil F. Gilkerson Community Activity
Center in Harrisonburg's West Over park. Seated at two
extended rows of tables, they show how far they have
come during the past month. One student in particular, Sandra Conrad, holds up her picture of a sketched
elephant, or what she refers to as her "elefante," to which
LaRosa offers the small suggestion of using darker lining.
Giving her students the go-ahead, she offers her most
important advice, "have fun."
Flipping through children's books, National Geocurio
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graphic magazines or eyeing objects
in the room, the students grab their
sketching materials and continue
unfinished projects or start their
negative space sketches.
The students' focus on replicating objects onto sketchpads is intertwined with turning to neighbors
for conversation.
Sitting at the end of the back
row, Linda Logan barely flinches
as she copies an image she brought
to class. With the picture and her
sketchpad sheet divided into 4-by-4
frameworks, she keeps her left index
finger pressed on the portion of the
picture she is trying to draw while
her right hand delicately guides a
pencil along her sketchpad.
Logan says she's always wanted to
draw, and not only is this her first LLI
class, it is the first art class she's taken.

7/7 ic rms (K

*7cV /

"7

;;

"Peg has given us a handle on
so many things," Logan says as she
keeps her finger on the image and
contemplates whether it's beginning
to resemble the cat and squirrel she's
intending.
"It's exciting because I did it,"
she says.
These reactions are why Owens
finds her job rewarding. "I see these
folks as role models in terms of their
successful aging. I listen to members talk about their adventures in
classes and who they've met."
Sitting in Logan's row, Conrad
draws a forest inspired by an illustration in the children's book "Bear
Snores On" by Karma Wilson. She
jostles her hand to create the trees'
rough edges with the intention of
using leaves in the negative space.
She reaches into the "bag of tricks"

next to her and grabs her SAKURA
SJ100 eraser, which she graciously
lends out.
A classmate approaches her
joking, "Here's the speedy one."
Conrad nods, laughing in agreement, and her classmates share their
astonishment that she has not yet
been heard humming, one of her
other habits in the class.
Energetic individuals like Conrad come as no surprise to Owens, who says, "So many of these
members are very active, more
so in retirement than [in their]
careers." Some LLI individuals are
experiencing the loss of loved ones
and the occupation that helped
define them, while learning how
to adjust to changes in living arrangements and their new use of
leisure time.

"LLI can fulfill a lot of these
needs and create an identity [for
members] as continuous learners,"
says Owens.
On why she joined LLI, Conrad
jokes, "I was bored." Chuckling
at her comment, she asks why she
wouldn't take advantage of this
available and inexpensive program.
The annual membership fee for LLI
is $ 15 and courses in both sessions
are $35 each.
"You can interact with people
of like mind," Conrad says of her
peers, who all have one thing in
common: they want to learn.
In addition to learning, LLI
members also have the opportunity
to serve on committees. Although
Owens plays a major role as director, committee members are able to
help make decisions on the structure and organization of LLI.
Conrad, a Harrisonburg resident for nearly 29 years, has been
involved with LLI as a student,
instructor and committee member.
Since her retirement from the Asso-

ciation of Interior Design, Conrad
has been a part of LLI for six years.
As a member of the curriculum
committee, she has played a role in
choosing instructors.
For instructors like LaRosa,
teaching at LLI offers a different
experience. LaRosa, who has a
master's degree from Madison College, has a great deal of experience
from teaching art at Elkton and
Spotswood high schools. She retired
after three years as the assistant
principal of Spotswood in 2002,
but plans to continue teaching for
LLI again in the fall. "It's just fun,
these people want to be here, they
are excited to be coming to class."

make up for snow days. Although
the following week is Spring Break,
some of these driven individuals
will be there in full sketching force
to make up the lost time as Session
A comes to a close.
Whether or not they came in
with some type of art experience,
LaRosa says "Everyone has grown
quite a bit since day one."
LLI members have been given
the opportunity to learn and try
new things they may have missed
out on between their careers and
raising a family.
"To know they're that active,
interested and determined to keep
going," Owens says, "it's what I
aspire to when I'm retired." ®

Still Growing
As students gradually leave the
classroom, La Rosa reminds them
to bring in all of their work next
week to see what they have accomplished or need to work on.
While the class usually lasts from 9
to 11 a.m. on Wednesdays, today's
session meets for an extra hour to

"V F*
To learn more or find a course registration form go to jmu.edu/socwork/lli
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This acting troupe does it with the lights on
vt

bright

nig
.

blackfriars
story by Jacob Wilson
photography by Melinda Westhojf
ke do it with the lights on."
While it may sound indecent, it's actaully the
mo to for a Shakespearean theatre company.
Blackfriars Playhouse is part of the American Shakespeare Center, which originated in 1988. Although the
building itself was constructed in 2001, it barkens back
to a culture older than anything in Staunton's "historic
downtown" area. It is the world's only re-creation of
William Shakespeare's original indoor theatre. As such,
it strictly adheres to a simple ideology: authenticity.
Each year, the theatre produces a range of "the Bard's"
best, performing plays both famous and unusual. But
what sets these productions apart is the fact that everything — from lighting and staging to the hard wooden
benches and stools — is arranged as it would have been
during Shakespeare's time.
The theatre's lighting system is just one example.
You won't find any racks of brightly colored spotlights
hanging precariously from metal frames at Blackfriars.
However, what you will find are a number of medievallooking black chandeliers suspended above the beautiful Virginia oak stage.
In the original 16th-century London playhouse,
there wasn't electricity; instead, natural sunlight
streaming through a rose-shaped window would
have been augmented by candles in the chandeliers.
Today, the candles and the rose window are artificial.
"We have a big electric lamp facing us out of that
rose window when the lights are on," says Blackfriars
actor Miriam Donald. "Hence our motto: 'we do it
with the lights on.'"

22

curio

Even with the lights, a little imagination can make
anyone feel like they've been transported to Elizabethan
England, especially after taking a seat in a Lord's Chair
or one of the Gallants' Stools situated atop the actual
stage. Abigail Withnell, a Leesburg resident visiting
Staunton, got the chance to sit onstage during the
season's last performance of "The Brats of Clarence," an
original comedy written for the Blackfriars stage. "It's
a lot of fun," Whitnell says of the experience. "Sometimes they drag people off the stools and dance around
the stage with them, so you have to be willing to have
the audience watch you."
Such interaction can, of course, make for some interesting events onstage. John Harrell, who's been with the
theatre since 1990, has seen it all. "We've had people
throw up on stage, that's exciting," he says. "We've had
people talk back. A lot." So much, in fact, that twice
this season Hamlet has had a conversation with an
audience member within his lines, Harrell says.
While audience participation interrupting Shakespeare's hallowed works may seem like breaking some
unwritten law, Backfriars prides itself in its use of what's
called "original practices," or historical accuracy. In fact,
ask a historian — or Donald.
"It was certainly a rowdier environment than the
kind of respect that we have when we go to the theatre
[today]," Donald says.
Blackfriars is so historically accurate that many
people come to Staunton solely to see how Shakespeare
intended his plays to be performed. Joel Tau and wife
Margaret come all the way from Delaware regularly

I

Blackfriars Playhouse actors
perform in Paul Menzer's
"The Brats of Clarence,"
a comical-historical play
that combines modern
costumes and elements
of humor with traditional
Shakespearean style
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ts not just the plays and the way we
do them — were standing on the
edge of a landscape of theatrical discovery,
looking back and looking forward."

k
just to see performances. "I teach drama at Wilmington
College, and I come here to learn," Joel says. "It's probably the closest thing to really fine performances that
I've ever seen in my long career as an acting teacher.
These people are just incredible."
Robin Boylan, who has been a patron of the Blackfriars
Playhouse for two years, agrees. "I always enjoy the performances here," he said. "The cast is multitalented." Boylen references not only the actors' theatrical
talents, but also their musicality. Originally, Shakespeare's
actors performed musical interludes during plays in order to
trim the candlewicks in the chandeliers. Today the tradition lives on, minus the trimming. "It's a very, very musical
group of people," Donald says. "We write a lot of our own
music; we perform all the music. We've got guitars, trombones and trumpets; we've got singers and dancers."

"It's not just the plays and the way we do them
— we're standing on the edge of a landscape of theatrical discovery, looking back and looking forward,"
Harrell says. "Shakespeare wrote great plays, so I get to
be in these great plays night after night after night, and
I get to also be exploring the boundaries of theatre and
performance; it's really exciting."
Not to mention a treat to watch. And the best part
of all, Harrell, Donald and the rest of the Blackfriars
troupe perform Shakespeare's plays just the way the
Bard himself wanted them. ®

Visjt curiomagazine.com/btackfriars for an interactive audio and visual slideshow and exclusive interview with actor John Harrell
curio
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Anti-mountaintop removal activists fight to save the Appalachian skyh

keepers

of

the

mountains
story by Theresa Kattula
photography by Melirida Westhoff

It was nearly 14 years ago, but he still remembers it as
if it were yesterday.
"It blew rocks on my place as big as a car," Larry
Gibson recalls as he walks down the hill toward the active mountaintop removal coal-mining site, which sits
just a quarter-mile from his house on Kayford Mountain, W. Va.
"The first time I was caught in a dynamite blast, it
was me and my uncle and six other people," Gibson
says. "We were surveying the land in 1993 and we got
caught in a blast on our own property."
Now, rarely a day goes by where Gibson doesn't feel
the ground shake or his house jolt from explosives ignited atop a neighboring Appalachian mountain. "You
can feel the ground shaking before you ever hear the
sounds, 15 to 20 seconds before you hear the sound,"
he says.
The Appalachian Mountains have long been one of
the most cherished features of America's landscapes.
However, due to the growing practice of mountaintop
removal'coal mining, the mountain peaks that once
defined many skylines of Virginia, West Virginia, Tennessee and Kentucky are rapidly disappearing.
Mountaintop removal coal mining is a practice that
requires the top of the mountain to be blown up by
explosives and disposed of by workers. These blownup portions are called overburden, and once the top is
removed, the coal can by retrieved from inside.
Gibson, life-long resident of the Appalachian Mountains and now a leading anti-mountaintop removal
activist, fights to hold on to the last 50 acres of Kayford
24 curio

Mt. — his mountain — in West Virginia. "When they
tell me my ground's worth $430 million, I always say
this to everybody, 'What do you hold so close to your
own circle of life that you don't have a price on it, what
will it be? How far would you go to stand for it and
what would you do?"' he says.
Appalachian Culture
While visiting Whitesville, W. Va., in April 2006,
James Madison University EARTH Club member Tina
Christopoulos saw Gibson's Mountain.
"You're looking into this canyon of black and grey
nothingness and are told that it used to be a 4,000-foot
mountain," Christopoulos says of her visit to the area.
"It's like walking up to the Grand Canyon, but instead
of feeling this awe of beauty, you feel this intense feeling of despair and hopelessness."
After visiting mountaintop removal sites in Virginia
and West Virginia, Christopoulos realized the coal-mining practice is not only detrimental to the environment,
but also has a devastating impact on the lives of many
Appalachian people.
"It's a terrible environmental issue, but when I went
down there, it became more a humanitarian issue," she
says. "People's lives are being completely destroyed.
Driving down the main road was one of the most powerful things I think I've ever experienced in my life."
Christopolous remembers seeing houses with windows boarded up and towns abandoned. "Communities
where people probably started families are completely
gone," she says. "That's really depressing, because when
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Larry Gibson, who has watched the mountain he lives onUisappear, points out yet
another seam of coal that has been exposed
by the invasive mining practice.
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I think of America, I think of Appalachian culture."
When Christopoulos returned to visit Kayford
Mountain just six months later, she could no longer
stand where she previously stood. "[The] whole area
[where] we had stood was completely gone," Christopoulos says. "We had to stand on the other side of the
mountain."
Sound of Destruction
For those that live in the valleys surrounding current
West Virginia mountaintop removal sites, the buzzing
and humming from the construction machinery is just
one hindrance in their lives. Streams, creeks and rivers

that once flowed through the mountains supplying
fresh water to the communities no longer exist.
"It's all gone," says David Russell, Kanawha County,
W. Va., resident. Russell has to have water hauled up
to his house. "If they keep going the rate they are, then
there won't be much here."
«
Having worked as a coal miner for 16 years, Russell
understands the financial needs of many coal miners,
but believes this method of coal mining is too intrusive
on the environment, as well as the lives of those in the
valleys. "I know people have to make a living, but you
know, they need to do it right," he says.
Living in the mountains of West Virginia for nearly
curio 25
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40 years, Russell anticipates a new
mountaintop removal site within a
half-mile of his house. "It'll affect
the landscapes, the foundation.
You'll have slides and stuff like that,
dirt from the coal site," he says.
"It's just a matter of time. They've
already core drilled and surveyed."
Not seeing an end in sight, Russell says, "We just sit up here and
try to hold on to what we got."
Harrisonburg's Trinity Presbyterian Church members are addressing the social and environmental
concerns of mountaintop removal
practices. Along with nearly 20
other members, Lynn Cameron
and her House Church at Trinity Presbyterian focus on restoring
nature by drawing their attention to
environmental issues.
"God has given us this wonderful earth and it sustains us, but
it's our responsibility to treat [it]
with love and respect so that it
can continue and so that humans
can enjoy the benefits of clean air
and clean water — things that we
depend on," she says.
For Cameron and her group,
taking good care of our earth entails
ending mountaintop removal
practices. "You can't work on clean
air without worrying about where

energy is going to come from," she
says. "So we turned our attention
to mountaintop removal by going
back to the source and looking at
the devastation on the forest, the
mountains and the streams. Communities are wiped out, people are
put in danger."
A West Virginia native herself,
Cameron remembers swimming in
Appalachia's mountainous streams.
"We would drive way back, maybe
20 to 25 miles back into the mountains, to this crisp and clear stream
called '20-mile,'" she says. "It was
big enough that you could swim
a little bit there, and it was just as
cold as ice and clear. That's where
my brother and I learned to swim.
It's clear in my memory, it's an
important place to me, and now I'm
told it doesn't even exist."
Going Green
While activists work to stop
mountaintop removal efforts, people advocating the practice contend
it is more beneficial than harmful.
A member of the Virginia Min-

ing Association, says mountaintop
removal is "taking that land to a
higher, greater use." Adding that
the practice helps in creating level
land that can be used by society
in an area that has a lack of usable
land to build schools, hospitals and
shopping centers.
Although some officials say
mountaintop removal is a positive
practice, EARTH works to educate
the public on its negative effects by
hosting guest speakers at JMU.
Dave Cooper, a member of the
anti-mountaintop removal organization Mountain Justice Summer,
was one of EARTH's speakers.
The group was created in August
2005 in response to a public
outcry over the death of Jeremy
Davidson, who was killed when
construction to widen a road to a
mountaintop removal site freed a
boulder that came crashing down
on the Inman resident.
As a member, Cooper works
to educate others of the negative
effects of mountaintop removal by
giving speeches to the public. Dur-
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ing his third JMU visit on Nov. 6,
2006, Cooper described the act of
mountaintop removal as "the most
devastating environmental practice
going on today."
Cooper discussed the flooding
of mountain valley towns, caused
by the mountain's lack of vegetation and inability to absorb water
once the top of the mountain is
blown off. Without plant life, rain
runs off the mountain and floods
the surrounding valleys. Cooper
says presently more than 1,000
miles of mountain streams are covered by overburden, contaminating
drinking water.
"We don't have to do this to
communities," he says. If the practice does not stop, Cooper predicts
more than half of the mountains in
Southwestern Virginia will be gone
within the next 20 years.
According to Cooper, one way
to stop mountaintop removal
is to decrease the nation's reliance on coal-produced energy by
encouraging energy conservation
and the use of renewable sources.

Currently, more than 50 percent
of the United States' energy is
coal-produced.
"When you start learning about
mountaintop removal, the effects of
it just get bigger and bigger, because
it goes into our energy economy,"
says EARTH member Marley
Green. "[Mountaintop removal] is
really connected to a lot of other
environmental issues."
In 2003, EARTH began tying
anti-mountaintop removal efforts
with the efforts of those campaigning for green energy, which is provided by renewable energy sources.
"An economic way to combat
mountaintop removal, and all the
evils it entails, is by reducing the
need for coal," he says. "Fighting
mountaintop removal and fighting
for green energy is the same battle.
By raising awareness about mountaintop removal, we will also be
encouraging people to think about
renewable energy."
Continually working hard to
fight mountaintop removal, Green
reminds his peers and others in the

community to analyze the implications of this devastating act.
"Shenandoah Valley is an outstretch
of Appalachia," Green says. "We see
the mountains, and these are all the
same mountains."
Since it's happening so close to
home, Green believes Virginia residents can make significant changes
by talking to politicians and visiting
West Virginia. "It's all right here,
and it feels like we can actually do
something about it."
But until those significant
changes are made and mountaintop removal practices are ended,
residents of the Appalachia Mountains will have to watch their
homes disappear.
"Come Monday, they'll have a
blast ready to go," Gibson says. "For
me, I am not backing out. I've come
this far, I've been fighting 22 years
for this place. I've been fighting a
long time." ®
Visit jmugreenteam.com and
mountainjusticesummer.org to
help raise awareness.

mam.

The panoramic view ofan active mountaintop removal site, far left David
Russell and his daughter talk with neighbors over the sound of construction,
left Gibson's house blanketed with anti-mountaintop removal signs.
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Heir to a gardening dynasty, Mark Viette has experienced
his own blooming success

growing

up

gree

story by Jacob Wilson
photography by Kellie Nowlin

Mark Viette started gardening before he could
even say his own name.
The family got Viette into the garden when he was
just 3, and it seems to have paid off — he's now known
to many as Virginia's own celebrity gardener and heir
apparent to the Viette gardening dynasty. He has spent
his life planting seeds, weeding and cultivating their
growth, and he enjoys gardening even though doing
so as a career takes, as he says, "seven days a week."
And with plans to create a new half-hour TV feature
gardening show, he hopes to spread the joys of gardening to as many people as he can.
The Viette family has become a huge presence in
the gardening world, selling everything from plants,
tools and fertilizers to gardening accessories, not to
mention lecturing, writing books and appearing in
radio and TV shows.
It's really no surprise they're so prolific, considering
they've been in the business since 1920, when Viette's
grandfather emigrated from Switzerland to the United
States. The 16-year-old got an apprenticeship with a famous French plant hybridizer on an upper-class Long
Island estate and learned what would form the foundation of the Viettes' current business.
The gardening guru says he always knew he would

make gardening a career "in some way, shape or form."
Sitting at his parents' dining room table, surrounded by antiques and displays of fine china and wearing
a button-down navy-blue shirt tucked into his khakis,
Viette looks like he'd be at home both on camera and
out planting some new daylily variety.
This isn't to say that he started out as comfortable as he
Viette signs a copy o.f "Gardening in
the Mid-Atlantic,"a month-by-month
gardening manual he co-wrote with
his father, Andre and Jacqueline
Heriteau. left Viette and co-host
Wanda Zimmerman on the set of
"Garden Views with the Viettes,"

A

curio

29

V

,*
V
The Crown Imperial flower is
just one of the 3,000 plant
varieties growing on the Viette
Farm and Nursery, left There
are many types of plants from
all over the world, it is easy to
find plants you can grow with
little care, Viette says.

W)
/

/o/,

Water your plants just like nature does
is now giving lectures across the
country, leading seminars, teaching college classes and appearing
regularly on TV and radio in eight
states and the District of Columbia. Viette used to be just a quiet
Long Island teen with a love for
gardening.
"When I was a kid I was extremely shy," says Viette with a
hint of a Long Island accent. "I
had a hard time talking to people,
especially girls. I was one of those
guys they picked on for slurring my
words." Even in his college publicspeaking class he still struggled.
"We had to give a nine-minute
presentation," Viette recalls. "When
I finished, everybody started laughing out loud. I think the professor
said, 'Well that was great, Mark,
three minutes.' I did not like getting up in front of people." But
everyone starts somewhere and as
Viette says, "you learn from getting
up in front of people."
Cultivating the Buds
Considering all its potential
benefits — better health, a prettier lawn, kids peeled away from
30 curio

computer screens — it s no wonder Viette loves helping people to
garden. Through a radio program
and three TV shows, he and his
father, Andre, reach a large audience. While all those appearances
may seem like a lot, the real trick
for Viette is giving advice to live
callers. He seems to have answers
for almost everyone.
"I have never seen Viette
stumped — his knowledge of
gardening, plants and their care
never ceases to amaze me," says
Wanda Zimmerman, co-host of
"Garden Views with the Viettes,"
an hour-long show on WVPT
combining discussion, live call-in
questions, studio demonstrations
and video clips filmed at the Viette
nursery. "I have learned so much
from him."
"The most fun part for me is to
watch the excitement on his face as
Mark answers questions and helps
others with their gardening problems," says Zimmerman. "It does
not matter if he is answering how
to trim a forsythia bush for the
fourth time; he is patient, caring
and interested. There is no doubt

Water deeply and infrequently. An 11/2 inch of water over 6 hours every 10 to 15 days works best. Just
think about all our trees and shrubs in nature and
how well they survive without artificial watering.
Give your plants plenty of room to grow
You can save lots of money by spacing your plants
farther apart. Generally average minimum spacing
should be roughly 24 inches apart for annuals &
perennials. Shrubs take the space of 3 to 4 perennials
and trees take the place of 3 to 4 shrubs.
Get your family interested in gardening at a
young age
As soon as your children can walk, get them out in
the garden before your kids get involved in watching
TV and playing computer
or video games. Paying your kids 5 cents
per Daffodil stem will
encourage them to pick
gT**
flowers for hours but it
2 V-*T
can be expensive.

that gardening and helping others
enjoy and learn about gardening is
Mark's calling and passion."
While typical questions range
from weeding and watering to
pruning, Viette does get an occasional tough question. The most
difficult call he ever received dealt
with how to make your own maple
syrup and which trees to use.

While he didn't have the information off the top of his head,
he did the research and informed
his caller and audience everything
they needed to know about producing homemade syrup.

plants, you won't be able to stay
away. Lori Jones certainly couldn't.
"I worked for Mark for 20
years," Jones says, sitting at her desk
in the Viette business office. "In '99
I taught biology labs at Mary Baldwin. Whenever I wasn't teaching,
I was here, and I really missed it,
I missed it a lot." Across the small
room crowded with press materials
and gardening books signed by the
Viettes, Jones' co-worker Crystal
Bell, chimes in, "She missed me!"
A photograph is on the wall behind
Jones — it's Viette's face attached
to the body of a green ogre, and
when it's pointed out even Viette
laughs. Bell's own portrait of Viette
uses Elvis' body and is a large sign
bearing the words "WARNING
MARK IS HERE." The three joke
easily and naturally and it's clear
they've been friends for a long time.
"Mark's a little harried at times,"
says Jones after Viet
ves for his
next meeting in a dx
m
"But he's great. That's the m
thing about working here — it's
like a big family. They consider all
of us family; we've all been here for
a really long time. We know they
couldn't get along without us."

Bountiful Harvest
So what does Viette get out of
all this gardening? He has traveled the world, using gardening as
an excuse to visit exotic locations
— well, he used to. After college,
Viette and a group of friends in
the business took annual trips to
countries around the world looking
for rare plants. They went to Chile,
Argentina, Sweden, Denmark and
Germany. But ever since his most
exciting discovery turned up in
his own backyard, he hasn't been
able to justify the trips. It was a
dwarf rudbeckia, a comb flower
that normally grows to 36 inches,
but was just a third of that height.
Of course, travel was just an added
luxury for Viette. Though he'd like
someday to see the diverse plant
life on the Kamchatka Peninsula
northeast of Japan, his heart is in
his home.
"I enjoy seeing what nature provides to us in the way of looks and
wildflowers and plants," he says.
Viette's Advice
"You can just walk out of your
"If you have kids, you want to
back door if you've had a hard day
get them out in the garden before
and just relax right in your own
they watch TV, before they're
backyard." And you don't need
playing video or computer games,
five-and-a-half acres of gardens for
because that's something that will
that, though it's not hard to get
stick with them," he says. "You
used to gardens as beautiful and
need to do it early." He advocatey
sprawling as the Viettes'. Once you making gardening a family activity.
visit the butterfly garden full of
Not only does it get everyone out of
plants that attract hundreds of the
the house, Viette says, but it's great
fluttering insects, stroll through
exercise as well.
the evergreen shade glen or see
"[Kids] like gardening. They
any of the other 3,000 varieties of
like picking flowers, they like
daylilies, hostas, peonies, irises,
planting plants, ihcv Jove picking
yf poppies and countless other rare
vegetables." If Viette himself is any
Yi^-wripmagazine.com/viette for more gardening tips from Viette

/

kind of example, making gardening an everyday part of life can
actually be a form of physical and
mental therapy. And if the next
generation of the Valley's kids is
given some weeding to do, maybe
some of them will end up relaxing
in their own backyard gardens one
day, happily pruning daylilies and
forgetting their cares.
"That's what they did with me,"
Viette says. "They stuck me out
there when I couldn't even talk." It
seems to have worked for him.
Watch Viette on WVPT's
Views with the Viettes" the first
Thursday of each moiMuit 8 p. m.

The Shenandoah Battlefields Foundation commemorates

soldiers'

sacrifices
story by Katie Kellogg
photography by Jenafer Hardy
Small farms and houses speckle the rolling landscape. With
the Civil War several years off, the Shenandoah Valley is
a thriving agricultural hub. Towns cluster along the Valley
Turnpike (now Route 11), one of the most accessible roads.
Travelers flow through the area on their way westward, absorbing the region's culture as they pass through. This is the
Shenandoah Valley of the mid-1800s.
Now imagine the Civil War is beginning, soaking the hills
and farmlands with soldiers' blood. In what will become a
four-year war, 325 military engagements will be waged on the
Valley's once-fertile farmland. By the war's conclusion, the
Shenandoah Valley, known as "the breadbasket of the Confederacy" during the war, is in ruins.
Today, the Valley's rich history makes it a popular destination for Civil War buffs who come to explore the carefully preserved battlefields and related attractions. Unlike other historic
locations in Virginia and the rest of the United States, which
have succumbed to commercial development, the battlefields
in the Valley remain relatively intact. The Shenandoah Valley
Battlefields Foundation plans on keeping it that way.
The Story that Needs to be Told
"The battlefields in the Valley remain relatively intact, they
haven't been lost to the degree that the battlefields in the rest
of Virginia have been," says Howard Kittell, the executive
director of the Foundation.
Kittell says the Valley was a major point of contention between the Union and Confederate armies because of its strategic proximity to both the Northern capital in Washington and
the Southern capital in Richmond. Additionally, the Valley's
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abundant production of wheat
made it a major food source for the
Confederate Army. In 1864, Union
General Philip Henry Sheridan
eliminated the area as an important
supplier to the Confederate Army.
Launching a devastating campaign
through the Valley, Sheridan and
his men burned down the barns
and mills where the newly harvested wheat was stored. The local
economy was virtually destroyed.
The unique and prominent
role that the Valley played during the Civil War is the reason the
Battlefields Foundation's staff feels
strongly about making residents
and tourists aware of its history.
"The story needs to be told," says
office manager of the Foundation,
Nancy Long, on the important part
the Valley played in the Civil War.
The Foundation was created
in the fall of 2000 as the result of
1996 legislation that created the
Shenandoah Valley Battlefield
National Historic District — a
congressionally designated National Heritage Area. The Founda34 curio

money to purchase land from farmers and landowners interested in
selling their property. If the farmer
wants to make sure the land is preserved and simultaneously continue
to farm it, the Foundation can buy
the development rights to the land
tion was formed to carry out the
through a system known as "conlegislation's goals of preserving
servation easements." This prevents
10 of the major battlefields in the
the land from being developed for
Shenandoah Valley, interpreting the commercial purposes.
area's history and providing visitor
Once the Foundation owns the
and tourism services.
land, it can never be developed
because it was purchased with
"The (and wiff (e
federal funds.
The land will be preserved for
preserved for jjerpetuity.
perpetuity. Forever," Kittell says.
'Forever"
Dr. Irvin Hess, chairman of the
Board of Trustees for the Battle"In the mid-'90s it became
fields Foundation, knows firsthand
evident that there still remained
how important the conservation
a tremendous opportunity to
easements can be. Hess first became
preserve these battlefields," Kittell
involved with the Foundation when
says. "With this national historic
he discovered his descendants had
district, we could more effectively
lived in a home that was right in
tell the story of a series of battles
the middle of the Battle of Cross
and the effect of the war on a
Keys during the Civil War.
population, as opposed to isolated
When Hess learned developers
battlefields by themselves."
were eyeing the land, he wanted
to make sure the area's history was
Preservation Efforts
preserved, so he became involved
To ensure that the surrounding
in preservation efforts. Today, the
battlefields are preserved, the founland is protected by a conservation
dation focuses the majority of its
easement and is home to various
efforts on preservation. The federal
historical and educational events
government allots the Foundation
such as an annual children's camp.

counties need to grow and need a
thriving economy," he says. "We
just want to see growth happen in
a way that is in keeping with the
heritage of the Valley."

"It is extremely important for
a country to know its past, and
people in America, for the most
part, don't know their own history," Hess says. "We need to learn
more about ourselves."
Kittell makes it clear that the
Foundation does not force people
to sell their land and says in the
majority of cases, the farmers
contact the Foundation if they are
interested in selling their property. Kittell also says the Foundation works very closely with local
governments and communities to
make sure the best interests of both
historical conservation and the
town's economy are met.
"We recognize that cities and
towns need to grow and that the
Re-enactment at Cedar Creek Battlefield,
photo courtesy of Don Pierce

Our Responsibility
Tom Robinson, the Foundation's
program coordinator for development, says he believes preserving the
battlefields can also have an economic payoff for local communities.
Robinson says that tourists' money
benefits "the Valley economically."
Elizabeth Stern, program manager for public and government relations for the Foundation, says the
more the Valley's people learn about
the area's historical significance, the
more they want to protect it.
"As people learn more, they feel
a sense of stewardship and responsibility to the resource we have,"
she says.
However, the Foundation's
responsibilities include more than
merely making sure the battlefields
are not commercially developed.
It also uses the historical resources
that are available to illustrate the
impact the war had, not only on
the soldiers, but on the surrounding
residents as well.
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"Some people think that we
only care about the Civil War
history, and that's not really the
case," Kittell says. "What we want
to do is integrate the history of the
Shenandoah Valley and the Valley's
heritage so that we can illustrate the
impact of war on a population."
"'Jt is extremely
important for a country
to know its past."
Almost a century and a half after
the Civil War brutalized the Valley,
the region is prosperous once again.
The area bustles with businesses,
universities and travelers. Stores
and parking lots cover land where
small family farms used to prosper.
Nestled in between the growing
commercial developments and blossoming towns, battlefields where
men laid down their lives to fight
for their beliefs remain, reminders
of the past. And the Shenandoah
Valley Battlefields Foundation is
here to make sure their sacrifices are
never forgotten. ®

Former Duke and five-time Super Bowl Champion Charles Haley reflects on how he

tackled

the

story by Alicia Stetzer
photography courtesy of JMU Office of Sports Media Relations
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Life was different when Charles Haley came to
JMU in 1982. The university's young football
program had little prominence and the campus
buzzed with excitement over the basketball team's
"Electric Zoo," the popular name of the Convocation Center at the time. But with the entrance of a
talented class of freshman recruits, the football team
suddenly gained notoriety. Haley, the self-proclaimed
"fat kid" from Gladys, was one of them. As an outside
linebacker, Haley played a major role in the team's
success, including beating Division I-A U. Va. and
earning the program's first national ranking.
Little did he know that his four years as a Duke
would rocket him to an NFL career unmatched by any
other player, including winning five Super Bowl rings.
Growing up, Haley lived in a modest home with his
parents and siblings. He began playing football in sixth
grade because as the fourth out of five boys, his mother
could not afford to shuttle her children around to several different games and practices. He and his brothers
played in the same league and often on the same teams.
Haley always played as an offensive or defensive lineman. "Sports didn't really come naturally to me. You
can't play skill positions when you're fat," he says.
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He continued playing at William Campbell High
School, and though the small school was hardly a magnet for recruiters, Haley's athletic prowess caught the
attention of local college scouts from JMU and Liberty
University. He accepted an offer to attend JMU that
following fall.
JMU's football program was working its way up
the ranks of college football. Challace McMillin, head
coach from 1972 until 1984, says he quickly recognized the new freshman as one of the most exceptional
athletes he had seen in his years of coaching. McMillin's
staff immediately knew Haley would play a major role
in leading the Dukes to the next level.
"I remember coming to Madison and feeling the
football team was full of life and promise," Haley says.
In Haley's first season, starting as an outside linebacker, he and the Dukes lived up to their potential in
what became a real-life Cinderella story.
"Beating U.Va. was an exciting turning point in
my JMU adventure," he says. "I call it an adventure
because once we won that game, we thought we had
finally arrived."
The 1982 freshman class was exceptional, Haley
says. Like him, many of the new arrivals started all four
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years. But Haley says he looked up
to the juniors and seniors because
they were experienced and knew
how to be good football players.
Wide receiver Gary Clark, who
went on to play in the NFL for the
Washington Redskins, the Phoenix
Cardinals and the Miami Dolphins,
was two years Haley's senior and
one of his inspirations.
" [Clark] had an impressive work
ethic, and I really looked up to
that," Haley says.
Following suit, Haley made a
point to never miss a game in all
four years. "I was inspired to be
the best player and to give it my all
every week," he says.
While he adapted well to the
team and to college-level football,
Haley said he had trouble adapting to life away from his small
rural town.
"My coaches played a vital role
in helping me become a man. I
came from a small country town to

Harrisonburg, and it was the farthest I had ever gotten from home,"
he says.
Preppingforthe Pros
While Haley continued to
impress on the field, his NFL
prospects were primarily in the
coaches' minds. At the time, no one
from JMU had ever made it to the
professional level.
"We could never be sure that
Charles would make into the NFL,
but I definitely felt he had the potential," McMillin says.
In the meantime, Haley had his
sights set on completing his four
years at Madison and eventually
becoming a teacher.
"I never even thought about
going into the NFL until my senior
year, he says. "That's when some
agents started seeing me. They
thought I'd get picked up in the
second or third round." Haley says
he had doubts about playing in the

pros because of his "[small] size."
However, the San Francisco
49ers drafted him in the fourth
round in 1986.
Making it to the pros was a
dream come true, but Haley quickly
realized football in the NFL is much
different from college football.
"In college, you play for the
love of the game instead of for
the money," he says. As a pro,
Haley still loved the game, but
the stakes had changed. "You realize this is your job. If you want
to keep your job, you go out and
perform every week."
Haley played his best football
during those first six seasons with
the 49ers. "I came from a humble
background, so I always felt like I
needed to prove myself," he says.
"I learned if you're going to do
something, you should do it with all
your heart and all your might."
In his third season, the 49ers
defeated the Cincinnati Bengals in
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"I remember coming to
the 1988 Super Bowl.
"When we won, it didn't hit me
'til the next day," Haley says. "I
don't know if I can really put into
words what it was like to win that
first Super Bowl. I realized it was
an accomplishment many players
try to achieve for a lifetime but
never do."
With Haley's help, the 49ers
then repeated as NFL champions
the next year. Despite his contributions to San Francisco's success, a
well-publicized feud with coach
George Seifert caused Haley to be
traded during the 1992 off-season.
He didn't know where he would
end up, but insists now that, "God
brought me to the Cowboys."
As it had at JMU and San
Francisco, Haley's arrival in Dallas
helped spark a hot streak.
The Cowboys won three championships in four years, and Haley
became the only player in NFL history to win five Super Bowls.
"I can't explain the joy I have
knowing I've done something no
one has else has ever achieved,"
he says. "I've been blessed to have
shared that experience with my
family not just once, but five times.
The joy of that accomplishment will
never leave me."
Back injuries forced Haley into
retirement in 1996. However, he
returned to the 49ers to play in the
1998 playoffs and in 1999 for his
final season.
After retirement, Haley joined
the Detroit Lions' defensive
coaching staff for three years, but
injuries had left his body in a state
of disrepair.

Madison and feeling the
football team was full of
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life and promise.9'
After several back sugreries and
years away from the game, Haley
can now put his NFL and JMU
careers in perspective.
"When I first retired I was mad
at the world, because it took my
career before I was ready to give
it up," he says. "I went through a
depression state, but I had to work
through it. I gave myself time to
let my body heal and to restructure
my life. I also got to accomplish
some long-term goals. Now I have
no regrets."
Despite all the challenges Haley
faced, he says God has been with
him the whole time.
Retiring gave Haley peace
— something the JMU alumnus
hadn't had in a long time, he says.
"When I was playing [with the
NFL], all I had was turmoil," Haley
says. "I [had been] focused on other
things instead of building relationships with my teammates."
Life Since the League
Haley now lives near Dallas,
Texas, frequently attending charity
events and spending time with his
wife and four children.
The former football powerhouse
still keeps in touch with Coach McMillin and returns to JMU when
possible for Homecoming.
He was inducted into the JMU
Sports Hall of Fame in 1996 and
was inducted into the Virginia

Sports Hall of Fame in 2006. In
1999, the JMU Alumni Association awarded Haley with the JMU
Distinguished Alumnus Award.
"When JMU retired my jersey,
it meant a lot," he says. "To me
it meant that I had accomplished
something that many athletes have
tried to do, but haven't ever been
able to do. Every time someone
comes to JMU and sees it, it means
I was worthy of their recognition."
Haley's memories of his four
years on JMU's football team keep
him grounded, amidst all the fortune and fame that goes along with
an NFL career.
"I really believe my relationship
with my team was the most exciting part of my JMU experience," he
says. "The games were the most vital
part of what we did as a team, but
my greatest memories are of being
with my teammates."
Haley has worked hard and is
grateful for his accomplishments.
"Coming from a humble background, going to Madison and getting a great education, then going
to the NFL, winning Super Bowls
and making money is a real success
story," he says.
Haley says, "I've played with
some of the greatest players in the
NFL. I'm proud to be a 49er, and
I'm proud to be a Cowboy."
No doubt, he is just as proud to
have been, and to always be, a Duke. @
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On her 15th birthday, Alejandra Oliveros follows the old Latino
"it

tradition to celebrate her journey from girlhood to maturity

alejandra's

ast

doll

story by Becky Martinez
photography by Melinda Westhojf
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In a dark, stone auditorium evoking Beowulf's mead
hall, 15-year-old Alejandra Oliveros is huddled by
the fireplace to keep warm. Her petite frame is engulfed in dozens of yards of pink tulle and a 5-foot
hoop skirt, which is balanced gently between the
chair and floor. She is a radiant vision immobilized by
her enormous dress in a plastic lawn chair while her
mother, sister, aunts and cousins buzz around the room
setting up tables, centerpieces and balloons.
The rest of her family is on its way with the food,
and she's glad that her brothers agreed to wear tuxedos
with pink ties that match her dress, because she knows
her entrance will be grand.
But it's not her entrance that she's worried about.
There's only an hour to go before her birthday party,
which consists of a guest list of more than a hundred
Mexican friends and family, and Alejandra has only
one thing on her mind: "Jarabe Tapatio," the Mexican
Hat Dance. She's had only one day to practice the
moves with her uncle and is terrified of making a single
mistake when she performs the three-minute dance for
her guests. "It's their tradition, it's their dance," Alejandra says, concerned. "I don't want to mess it up."

of which feature extravagant parties with escorts, limos,
grand feasts, performances and hundreds of guests.
Much like a "Sweet 16" party, Latino families
worldwide celebrate a daughter's coming-of-age on
her quinceanera, or 15th birthday. Alejandra has been
planning her celebration with her parents for about
six months. Recently, she attended an evening class
with eight other teenage girls at Harrisonburg's Blessed
Sacrament Catholic Church to learn about the cultural
and spiritual significance of this milestone.
The quinceanera is a tradition that extends back
to pre-Christian Mexico, where they recognized the
passage of a young girl into womanhood, says Irma
Campbell, a native Puerto Rican volunteer with the
church's Hispanic ministry. Today, it's more of a pre-

Sweet 15
The days of the debutante haven't disappeared completely into history books and grandparents' stories. In
fact, coming-out parties have been receiving significant
amounts of on-screen attention with the MTV reality
series "My Super Sweet Sixteen" and the 2006 Sundance Film Festival award-winner "Quinceanera," both
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sentation to society than a coming
out, Campbell says.
"We acknowledge your change
from being a child to a young woman
who is accepting responsibilities to
support others, the church and her
faith, and help bind the community
somehow," Campbell says. "You were
baptized as a child and you didn't
know what was going on, so that's
the point that you're showing maturity and responsibility to accept your
faith. That's why they do the renewal
of the baptismal promises."
In her flowing gown and bouquet of pink roses, Alexandra leads
a parade of family members down
the aisle of Blessed Sacrament for a
private mass which, to the untrained
eye, looks much like a blush-colored, groom-less wedding. After a
series of prayers, Alejandra reads a
few passages from the Bible and is

blessed by the priest. Then her
padrinos — or godparents — come
forward to give her a ring and a
bracelet, symbols of her passage to
adulthood. Her father gives her a
doll, Alejandra's "last doll," explains
cousin Maira Oliveros, who received
the same types of gifts at her own
quinceanera six years earlier. Maira
says the "last doll" exemplifies the
ending of a girl's childhood.
"It's like a sacrament," Maira said.
"It's your 'Sweet Fifteen' and then you
get named a woman."
Fiesta in the Making
This occasion celebrates another
achievement for the Oliveros family, as they have officially lived in the
Shenandoah Valley for a year and
a half. Alejandra's parents, Alvino
and Maria, moved to Chicago from
Jalisco, Mexico, in 1993 to raise their
four children. Maria worked in an appetizer factory and Alvino worked in
a restaurant, while often visiting his
sister in Harrisonburg.
"It's a bit more tranquil here. We
moved for the kids and for Alejandra's

education," Maria says of their reasons for moving to Harrisonburg in
2005. "The school here is better than
in Chicago."
The move to a city with more
affordable real estate allowed Alvino
to pursue his dream: owning a business. Once the family arrived, he
bought Hinton's Grocery on Route
33, where he also prepares and sells
Mexican food.
Alejandra works at Hinton's after
school. She loves the burritos there,
she says, which are her dad's specialty,
but her favorite thing about working
in the store is the family time. "It's
good because my family works there
and we can spend that time together,"
Alejandra says. "At the end of the day,
I get to help my dad."
Family support is central in the
Oliveros household. Alejandra says
she and her mother were originally
planning a small dinner party for her
15 th birthday, remembering that her
older sister Maria Medina's quinceanera in Chicago had been crashed by
some rowdy guests several years ago.
However, it was her father's insistence that Alejandra wasn't snubbed.
Though she hadn't planned the same
escort entrance, limo rides or waltz
routines that her sister did, Alvino
rented a hall with a week to spare,
called in a DJ, recruited friends to
help prepare and serve food for the
guests and flew family and friends
from Mexico, Chicago and Florida
to celebrate Alejandra's big day.
"This quinceanera is the best thing,"
Alejandra says excitedly. "Wow. He's
done so much for me."
Family Affair
Not all Hispanics celebrate a
quinceanera with an enormous party,
Campbell says. Campbell has prepared numerous girls from different
countries for their 15th birthdays and

L

Alejandra's sister, Maria Oliveros, helps her
sister get ready for the day. top right The
Oliveros leave Blessed Sacrament Catholic
Church after Alejandra's special mass,
bottom right Once the day's rituals are
complete, the party begins.
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celebrated her own quinceanera in
identity of something that is imporPuerto Rico in the '60s. "I think it de- tant. It seems to me that it's a whole
pends a lot on the values of the family family celebration than rather just the
and the financial status of the famone person."
ily," says Campbell, who was the only
The celebration remains important,
daughter of a poor building inspector
even for Latina girls like Alejandra,
and a seamstress. "My own was such a who were born in the United States
simple thing. It was the acknowledgeand raised in American culture.
ment it was my 15th birthday."
"They already are wearing heels,
Campbell remembers that her
makeup, big earrings, tight clothes
mother made her a pink-and-blue
and things like that," Campbell says.
dress and bought her first pair of high
It's the parents who are trying to share
heels — pink ones. "You never had
part of their culture and celebrate the
colored shoes, it was only black or
coming-of-age tradition as they did in
white!" It was also Campbell's first
their home countries, she says.
time wearing makeup, and she got her
photo taken before her close family
Party Time
joined her for a private mass and a
At the Oliveros quinceanera, Alvitrip to the movies. "That was a big
no flexes his culinary muscles, serving
celebration," she says.
up his favorite Mexican dishes, while
Still, Campbell explains, many
family friends distribute plates to the
Hispanics who have immigrated to
guests as Alejandra holds court. When
the United States tend to have very
everyone has finished, the DJ takes his
extravagant parties regardless of
place at the booth to announce the
social status.
young woman of the hour.
"Some other families here really
Alejandra emerges from the
don't have the financial means, but
doorway with an escort on each arm,
they still do something big," she says.
her brothers Luis and Napoleon. "I
"That's why everybody [in the famwanted to do something different,
ily] helps out with the cost because
because we're really close," Alejandra
I think here in the United States ...
says of choosing her siblings as escorts
they feel so alone, so detached. That
instead of a boyfriend or love interest.
feast and that party gives them an
"This is special and I want them both
Vijijt curiomagazine.com/birthday for more photos of Alejandra's big event

with me." The trio marches to the
center of the dance floor in time with
the music.
Maira toasts Alejandra's first champagne, announcing how important
the day is for her "dad, mom, brothers
and all of us who love Alejandra very
much, because this is the day she has
become a woman."
Now it's showtime for the birthday girl.
Alejandra ducks out for a quick
wardrobe change and returns to the
dance floor in a billowing teal skirt,
which she guides gracefully around
her as she dances on her uncle's arm
to "El Jarabe Tapatio." Her brow
furrows and releases like the folds of
her skirt, turn after turn. As the song
ends, she dips gracefully into her
uncle's arms, a perfect ending to her
culture's long tradition.
Party guests applaud, and Alvino
glows with pride for his daughter, the
new young woman. Alejandra takes a
bow and grins victoriously. ®
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The bust of President Woodrow Wilson looks over
Staunton from the window of his presidential
library on a snowy afternoon.
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The legacy of the last Virginia-born president, fVoodrow Wilson, lives
on in the Shenandoah Valley

son
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staunton

story by Rachana Dixit
photography by Jenafer Hardy '
As one of the first states, Virginia has many claims
to fame. It was home to the first permanent British
settlement, was one of the 13 colonies, and nowhere
else has better peanuts or ham.
More importantly, Virginia is nicknamed "The®
Mother of Presidents," having produced more commanders in chief than any other state. This includes
George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison,
James Monroe, William Henry Harrison, John Tyler
and Zachary Taylor. All of these presidents, several of
them Founding Fathers, are revered as idols of the distant past, hallowed in our memories because of history
books.
But one more president, the last Virginia has I
produced and one who shared his insights during the
nation's modern era, breaks this mold. Even better,
much of his legacy lies in the Shenandoah Valley.®
His name was Woodrow Wilson.
A Changing World
Museum curator Rick Potter sits in his fourth-floor
museum office and talks about Wilson like a missed
grandfather.
"His legacy is huge," Potter says. "He was a president
, .vTo wasn't afraid to interact with the common man.
But he had a vision which was greater than many of his
contemporaries could understand."
When asked what Wilson would think of the current
museum and his birthplace, the Manse — formerly a
parsonage owned by the Presbyterian ministry — he

rests his fingers on his temples, looks off in the distance
and says, "It's always dangerous for historians to predict
things. I think he would be pleased. His second wife
put so much time into making [the museum] a reality. I
would hope it would [please him]."
Wilson's father, Joseph Ruggles Wilson, was a Presbyterian minister in Staunton in the 1850s. It doesn't
seem accidental that the Manse sits on top of a steep
hill, perched above downtown Staunton like a pastor
looking over his congregation. The Manse was completed in 1847, and Thomas Woodrow Wilson — he later
dropped his first name — was born there on Dec. 28,
1856, and lived there for about a year before moving to
Augusta, Ga.
The grounds did not always look as they do now.
The museum has gone through several changes since
Wilson's second wife, Edith Boiling Wilson, created the
group responsible for the museum's founding in 1938,
14 years after her husband's death.
Potter, the museum's curator of collections for seven
years, says the first time he visited the site at age 7,
the Manse was the only exhibit space dedicated to the
president. This isn't to say the house by itself is not
impressive.
"The world Woodrow Wilson died in had telephones, radio, airplanes and they were even working
on TV. The world he was born into in 1856 is another
thing," Potter says. "The American transformation that
happened between 1856 and 1923 is fascinating."
Walking through the front doors, it's clear visitors
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are not in the 21st century anymore. The three-floor Victorianstyle house with an outdoor porch
and upstairs balcony has many
rooms, including a work room,
cook's room, nursery, guest room,
master bedroom, parlor and
kitchen. Each room is decorated
with period furniture, rugs and
other accessories — many of which
were owned by the Wilson family
— complete with ornate 19thcentury china and a United States
map that shows the West Coast as
uncharted territory.
"The goal of the house museum
is to make it seem like you were
there," Potter says.
Museum visitors seem to think
the house fulfills its purpose. Jerry
and Jane Kennedy of Campbell, Calif, visited the museum and toured
the Manse on a snowy Friday
afternoon, and weren't only in awe
because they

hadn't seen snow in 30 years. Jerry
says it was amazing to see "how much
has transpired from then to now."

"He was a president who
wasn't afraid to interact with the
common man."

Looking to the Future
The group that came to be the
Woodrow Wilson Birthplace Foundation decided to take things one
step further.
"[The Foundation] decided
Woodrow Wilson's legacy deserved
more than just a house museum,"
says Museum Executive Director
Eric Vettel.
So they got more. Now, the
Woodrow Wilson Presidential
Eibrary has become anything but an
ordinary presidential memorial site.
" [The museum] is a little surprise," says Museum Interpreter
Cynthia Polhill. "It's surprising to
find a presidential library in such a
quaint town."
The Foundation purchased a
gray apartment complex building next to the Manse and
renovated it into a chateau.

The space was converted into a
museum, library, archive, reading rooms, storage space and guest
facilities opened in 1990.
At first glance, the chateau
blends into its surroundings,
equipped with the same small
windows and gray shingled roofs as
the surrounding houses. But one
thing gives the building away: a
fully functional early 20th century,
black Pierce Arrow limousine with
bright orange accents and presidential decals that gleam through
several panes of glass right before
the house's front door.
The museum's first floor is filled
with exhibits covering Wilson's
multifaceted life including adolescence in the Deep South, life as a
student and president of Princeton,
the two years he served as governor
of New Jersey and his presidential
campaigns and terms from 1913
to 1921 including World War I.
Upstairs holds the reading rooms
and guest facilities, plus the library,
archive and collection storage space.
Despite the museum's large
interior, museum interpreter Einda
MacNeil says she thinks the entire
site is fitting for Woodrow Wilson
in more than just one way.
"[The museum] is small enough
so you can get through it and not

In the Library, only 30 percent of its artifact collection is on display at the museum at any
given time. The rest of the artifacts are kept in a storage room on the top floor.

feel overwhelmed," she says. "It's
appropriate for his period."
The library gained presidential
library status in 1998, but is not
part of the federal presidential
library system created in 1955
under President Harry S. Truman,
Vettel says. Since Wilson was not
alive at the time of the system's
creation, his family and friends had
to do a little extra work to create
the museum-turned-into-presidential library. Because of this, Vettel
says, the Staunton establishment's
rules are slightly different, since the
museum is not funded by taxpayers.
"We're free to create what we think
a presidential library should be," he
says. "We're creating as we go."
Additionally, the museum hosts
many educational programs yearround for students and educators.
James Madison University history
professor Raymond Hyser says he
remembers attending an annual
conference where Woodrow Wilson experts came to the museum

to speak.
"I really, maybe because I'm an
academic, liked those annual conferences," Hyser says.
The museum, which is the only

"We're free to create
what we think a presidential
library should be."

space dedicated to Wilson, is planning additional expansion, continuing to build on the life and legacy of
Virginia's last president. Potter says
exhibit space eventually will double
due to a new building being added
to the site that measures at roughly
3,500 square feet. Vettel says the
gray house will become the library
and the new building will become
the exhibit space. In addition, the
Pierce Arrow exhibit is getting an
upgrade in time for Wilson's 151st

birthday at the end of this year.
The overarching goal, he says,
is to preserve Wilson's presidency
in order to inspire those who learn
about it.
"The goal is to turn history on
a pivot, but also turn people on a
pivot," Vettel says. "We aspire to
become that kind of museum."
For Wilson himself, something
about Staunton and Virginia seemed
to inspire him, too, despite only living in the state as an infant.
"He loved [Staunton]," Vettel
says. "When asked, 'What was his
home state?' he picked Virginia.
Something connected for him." ®
For information on admission prices
and tours, call (540) 885-0897.

Visit curiomagazine.com/wilson for information about the presidential library's new elibrary
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After 34 years, theatre professor Tom Arthur takes his

final

bow

story by Kelly McCormick
photography by Eva?i Dyson

With an empty bottle of brandy sitting on the
table between them and night slowly turning
into morning, Tom Arthur and Tom King dream up a
brilliant idea — to found the Experimental Theatre at
Madison College.
But that was 34 years ago. Now, Arthur is retiring
and leaving behind the program he helped pioneer.
Opening Act
Arthur grew up in Winnekta, 111., in a family where
he says "everyone was famous or known for something." If you didn't at least write a book, you weren't
part of the family," he says.
Arthur attended Northwestern University, and
graduated with a Bachelor of Science in general
speech, a major he originally hated, and says he probably would have quit if the dean hadn't worked so
hard with him, allowing Arthur not to take classes he
felt were pointless.
However, after graduating, Arthur got into the
world of advertising, and pursued his dream of acting
at night.
Soon he decided to attend Indiana University, where
he earned his master's in theatre, and then went on to
earn a doctorate in American studies in 1973, the first
American studies degree ever given by the university.
Arthur's first trip to Virginia was to visit a friend, Tom
King, who taught at Sweet Briar, a women's college.
"I was amazed to find a place where it reached 50 degrees at least two times a week," Arthur says. "That's what
48
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made me decide that I wanted to teach in Virginia."
Arthur was brought to JMU in 1973. "I was essentially here to turn an extracurricular activity into a
real program," he says. It was then that Arthur began
looking for people to help him create the program.
He asked King to come over from Sweet Briar to join
him, and King brought Roger Hall. "I think there are
still people at Sweet Briar who don't like me," Arthur
says laughing.
Allen Lyndrup, who worked with Arthur in the
theatre department from 1973 until 1991, says working
with him was always interesting. "I went over to his
house, and when he opened the door, two of his sons
were running around sans diapers," Lyndrup remembers about one of his first encounters with Arthur.
"Tom asked if I wanted a drink. I said sure, and so he
got out a bottle of bourbon, took off the lid and handed it to me. I thought, 'how cool is this? I'm working
for a guy who passes me a bottle of bourbon!"'
Together, this group worked to implement King
and Arthur's idea of an Experimental Theatre. The
idea was to create a program that was less supervised
and almost completely turned over to the students.
The students would take responsibility for their own
work and fail if they did not, but also have the chance
to experience success that was all their own.
Behind the Scenes
Arthur soon went to his colleagues, excitedly announcing that Dr. Carrier had offered them a place for
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Tom Arthur, who was brought to JMU in 1973, turned the university's theatre
prografrvinto what it is today. "The hardest part of my retirement will be
not working with the theatre and dance faculty and staff," Arthur says at his
retirement banquet. "1 mean that from the bottom of my heart."
the Experimental Theatre to perform. The group shared
his excitement — until they walked inside.
"When we walked in, there was this god-awful
smell," says Pam Johnson, who was hired as a guest
designer in 1973 for Arthur's first main stage production and hired permanently just a year later. "It
looked like something was moving along the walls. It
wasn't until we moved closer that we saw all the crates
were filled with baby chicks."
Arthur's "perfect" location for Theatre II was a turkey hatchery called the Wampler Building. For at least
a decade, turkey flies would return every spring.
Grand Finale
When it comes to his teaching methods, Arthur operates on a system that is all his own. The actor, who
has gone to South Africa three times to teach theatre,
assigns plays to students and then has them perform
them with one another. "No one learns when you talk
at them," Arthur says. "I always want students to try,
even if they don't know what they're doing."
Arthur's colleagues admire his post-mortems. Postmortems take place after a production and are for
faculty to read criticisms they have written in an open
forum to the students.
As a teacher, he feels he has received just as much

from his students as he has given to them. "I've seen
so many kids deal with so much," Arthur says. "I've
drawn strength from knowing people who persevere."
Daniel Crabtree, a senior theatre major who has
had Arthur as a professor, says, "The people that teach
you the best will teach you and be your best friend."
Students and faculty will miss him and his unique
personality and teaching style.
"Tom Arthur is the architect of the program we
have now. Everything that distinguishes us was part
of Tom's vision from the beginning: student centeredness, open doors, open inquiry, open criticism, fierce
defense of artistic freedom, an insistence on generosity and loyalty and a moral obligation to take risks,"
Johnson says.
But Arthur isn't sad about retiring. In fact, he's
looking at it positively. "The theatre and dance program is wonderful, but I just turned 70," he says. "I
think I'm a good teacher, but it's getting harder and
harder to teach at the level I want to."
Johnson says she's never known anyone with more
determination and persistence than Arthur. "Tom's
unrelenting vision and dogged pursuit of what he
wanted for the program and for us as individuals, not
only disarmed, but won over his faculty, his students
and his administrators." @
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Dancers perform at the International Student Association's culture show. It featured traditional Mexican, Indian, and other
Eastern dances. The image is from the portfolio of Curio photography editor, Melinda Westhoff.
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